FROM  BAR  TO  BENCH               13

In May of the same year as his appointment he presided
at the annual dinner of the Barristers' Benevolent Associa-
tion which was held in Middle Temple Hall, and in reply to
the congratulations offered him from all sides, he said,

" It was a distinct pleasure and delight to him to find that
from those amongst whom he had spent so much of his life
there was so much kindly approval and congratulation upon
his appointment as Solicitor-General."

Another and very different subject was dealt with in his
next public address. The sudden death of King Edward
VII had produced a shock in all circles of the community and
had impressed the nation with the sense of a great public
loss. Expression was given to this feeling in the Courts of
Law, and it fell to Sir Rufus Isaacs to speak for the Bar in
support of the President of the Admiralty Court.

" On behalf of the Bar I desire to associate myself with
all those expressions which have fallen from Your Lordship
in reference to his late Majesty in which you have described
so well his impressive personality. I desire on the part of
the Bar to use very few words, and to say that we recognize
we have lost a great King who loved his people and was
ever working for their advantage, ever striving in the cause
of Peace to promote goodwill among men and nations, and
of whom it will always be said that throughout his life and
up to the last moment he nobly did his duty."

Short as was the period of his tenure of the office of
Solicitor-General he conducted the prosecution in several
celebrated cases, of which that of the financier Whitaker
Wright with its tragic termination was the most notable.
In the House of Commons he took an active part in the
passing of the Supreme Court of Judicature Bill which
aimed at expediting the work of the Courts. He described
the accumulation of arrears as amounting to a denial of
justice, and in one of his speeches he laid down the goal to
be attained that " we shall never be satisfied until we are
able to say that the moment a case is ready for trial it may
be brought before the Court and tried."

In the political arena he supported Mr, Asquith's views
very closely, on both the subject of the Lords' veto and of